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Date: Wednesday, July 16, 2025 Type: Virtual, Zoom 

Start Time: 10:15 a.m.  End Time: 11:45 a.m.  

Leaders  Angel H. Ruiz & Reggie Knox (Incoming Co-Chairs), Africka Hinds (Supporting Chair, CHPC Chair), Jenny 
Bobadilla-Pincos (CT Department of Public Health Resource Liaison) 

Participants: 17 Next Meeting: September 17, 2025 (In-Person) 
 
OVERVIEW 

The Public Awareness and Community Engagement (PACE) Committee convened on July 16, 2025, for a meeting focused 
on advancing its key initiatives in public awareness, community engagement, and member recruitment for the 
Connecticut HIV Prevention Coalition (CHPC). The primary goal of the meeting was to launch the finalized Summer 2025 
Newsletter, brainstorm content for future editions, introduce a new Social Media Resource Folder, provide updates on 
outreach card dissemination, and discuss plans for a Youth Subcommittee. Angel H. Ruiz co-chaired the meeting, with 
Jenny Bobadilla-Pincos as the CT DPH Resource Liaison, Africka Hinds as the CHPC Co-Chair, and Selma Gooding from 
CSC providing support. The committee's work is designed to support populations living with or at the highest risk of HIV 
in Connecticut and is grounded in the broader goals of the Integrated Plan: reducing new HIV infections, increasing viral 
suppression rates, eliminating disparities, and strengthening collaboration through storytelling and campaigns.  

WELCOME & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

The meeting began with a welcoming and self-care moment led by Angel H. Ruiz, one of the co-chairs of the PACE 
Committee. Participants were invited to introduce themselves by sharing their name, organization, and a song that 
would be on their summer playlist. 

• Angel H. Ruiz, Committee Co-Chair and Community Health Worker from CT Children’s UCONN Health, selected 
“NUEVAYOL” by Bad Bunny. 

• Jenny Bobadilla-Pincos, CT DPH Resource Liaison, selected “Tú con él” by Rauw Alejandro. 
• Danielle Warren-Dias of CT Children’s UCONN Health HIV Program added “You Gonna Love It Here,” a gospel rap 

by Toya Love, to her motorcycle playlist. 
• Africka Hinds, CHPC Co-Chair, DPH Prevention Program Supervisor, and Moderator at Asylum Hill Congregational 

Church, noted having her motorcycle license in response to Danielle’s contribution. 
• Jennifer Dagraca, a Medical Case Manager at Southwest Community Health Center, picked “No More Pandas 

Jumping On The Bed” from Gracie’s Corner as an earworm she’s picked up from her child. 
• Travis Gibbs from the community distribution warehouse at ACT said his music tastes don’t change seasonally 

and is currently bingeing his favorite punk band, Propagandhi’s new album “At Peace.” 
• Carl Ferris from New Haven enjoys reggae, specifically Bob Marley's “Two Little Birds.” 
• Charles Hardy is into old school music like Bloodstone, Dramatics, and Temptations. 
• Lauren Beaudry, a Medical Case Manager from HRA New Britain, likes classic rock, particularly Fleetwood Mac’s 

“Don’t Stop.” 
• Tom Alfano, a Case Manager for Project TLC, noted his music taste doesn’t change for summer and didn’t have a 

specific song to add to the list. 
• Blaise Gilchrist, a Case Manager at UCONN Health, chose “Sinnerman” by Nina Simone as his addition. 
• Kashia Lynch, Prevention Coordinator for the City of Hartford. 
• Chrissy Marie, a newer committee member whose focus is on marketing and communication, selected “Trust in 

God” from Elevation Worship. 
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• Jordan Wynn, the Planning Program Coordinator for the Hartford Ryan White Planning Council, recommended 
“Ponte Bonita” by Chris MJ and the homecoming version of Beyonce’s “Before I Let Go.” 

• Selma Gooding shared her “winter playlist for the summer,” which includes Christmas songs like “Let It Snow,” as 
she dislikes summer. 

Angel H. Ruiz provided a brief overview of the PACE’s charge, including recruiting, retaining, mentoring, and orienting 
new members, and leading market initiatives to reach diverse populations, aligning closely with the Integrated Plan’s 
goals of reducing HIV infections, achieving viral load suppression, and reducing disparities. 

Committee Charge & PACE’s Role in the Integrated Plan 
The Public Awareness and Community 
Engagement (PACE) Committee is 
responsible for recruiting, retaining, 
mentoring, and orienting members of the 
Connecticut HIV Prevention Coalition (CHPC). 
The committee also coordinates marketing 
initiatives, public awareness campaigns, and 
health communication strategies. Its primary 
focus is on developing strategies that support 
populations living with or at the highest risk 
of HIV in Connecticut. 

• Goal 1: Reduce New HIV Infections by 2026 – (awareness campaigns 
and initiatives) 

• Goal 2: Achieve and increased viral load suppression rate among PWH 
who are in care by 2026 and increased viral load suppression rate 
among people with diagnosed HIV – (awareness campaigns and 
initiatives) 

• Goal 3: Reduce HIV-related disparities and health inequities – (broaden 
membership) 

• Goal 4: Achieve integrated, coordinated efforts that address the HIV 
epidemic across community partners – (flexible, timely, and 
responsive awareness campaigns + broadening membership) 

PACE WORK PLAN REVIEW 

Angel Ruiz commenced this section by providing a high-level overview of the PACE Committee's comprehensive work 
plan, highlighting both ongoing initiatives and future strategic endeavors.  

SUMMER 2025 NEWSLETTER – LAUNCH & REFLECTION (See Appendix A) 

The committee discussed the finalization and upcoming launch of the Summer 2025 Newsletter, which incorporated 
extensive feedback from previous meetings. While reviewing a finalized version with committee members, Angel H. Ruiz 
highlighted that changes were made based on committee input, including: 

• revisions to language and tone, 
• restructured titles and sections,  
• fixed wording,  
• and the replacement of images that were found to be triggering for some individuals.  

The newsletter, which features Reggie Knox's personal story of resilience and advocacy, has been submitted to the 
Department of Public Health (DPH) for final approval before being translated into Spanish professionally. Danielle 
Warren Diaz raised a crucial point about the need to consider translations beyond Spanish, specifically mentioning the 
substantial Haitian community in Stamford, suggesting outreach to local agencies to assess broader community 
language needs. Angel confirmed that the newsletter would be launched on the CHPC website and listserv, with limited 
print copies available for outreach at various centers. 

FALL/WINTER NEWSLETTER PLANNING KICKOFF 

The committee initiated planning for the Fall/Winter newsletter, seeking feedback on ways to improve future editions 
and make them more effective. Chrissy Marie provided significant input, emphasizing that as a "consumer" reading the 
newsletter for the first time, she found some areas "very wordy" and potentially "overwhelming for some people," 
leading to readers losing interest. She emphasized the importance of simplifying language, moving beyond the jargon 
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commonly used in the field, and ensuring the content is accessible to a broad audience, including those in recovery. 
Danielle Warren Diaz echoed this sentiment, arguing that the current newsletter style, while suitable for providers, 
would not effectively reach community members who are directly impacted. Both suggested more visuals and pictures 
to illustrate content, making it less text-heavy and more engaging, using thumbnails for online videos rather than just 
links. 

Angel H. Ruiz acknowledged these points, confirming that the goal for the Fall/Winter edition is to be “lighter, more 
consumer-friendly, and more community-oriented.” Ideas discussed for future editions included: 

• Retaining the "Words Matter" section and evolving its content to reflect current inclusive language practices. 
• Highlighting one of the Integrated Plan's four pillars per newsletter from a community perspective, rather than 

presenting all four at once, to make information more digestible. 
• Featuring personal testimonies or "stories of real people" living their regular lives, including individuals in 

recovery or those who have successfully navigated health challenges, to inspire readers and humanize the work. 
• Incorporating interactive elements like puzzles or word games to increase engagement. 
• Adding sections on "good news" or "mental health/wellness" to balance the "heavy" nature of HIV-related 

topics, offering self-care tips, local resources like Headspace, and addressing seasonal challenges like "holiday 
blues". 

• Expanding the scope of stories to include other syndemic areas such as substance use disorders, mental health 
issues, and smoking cessation, to broaden the newsletter's appeal and reach individuals who might be searching 
for information on these related topics, thereby also drawing them into HIV prevention awareness. 

Africka Hinds and Jenny Bobadilla-Pincos added that while the current newsletter (Summer 2025) is already with DPH 
for approval, all feedback for the next one is being noted. Ms. Bobadilla-Pincos specifically addressed the inclusion of 
technical information, such as Dr. Michael Virata’s “Science in Action” section on Doxycycline as post-exposure 
prophylaxis (DoxyPEP), acknowledging the need to simplify and include basic definitions for such content while still 
presenting it. Africka Hinds explained that challenges with obtaining diverse photos were due to virtual meetings, but 
committing to incorporating more pictures from upcoming in-person meetings for the Fall/Winter edition. 

OUTREACH CARD UPDATE (See Appendix B) 

The committee reviewed the impact of the newly developed outreach cards, noting that approximately 400 cards were 
disseminated to partners during the June in-person meeting. To assess the success of the outreach cards that directly 
linked individuals to the CHPC website, web analytics were reviewed to understand the cards' impact. The review 
revealed a dip in website clicks associated with the cards during the summer, which tech staff suggested is a common 
trend during this time of year. Angel H. Ruiz inquired whether changes were needed for the cards, as they can be revised 
and reprinted if necessary. This is especially important since approximately 80% of the remaining stock is in Spanish, 
allowing revisions to the English version to be made before reprints are ordered. 

• Chrissy Marie recommended distributing cards at recovery houses, where community members actively use 
bulletin boards. 

• Danielle Warren Diaz suggested focusing on Black and Latino churches in major cities like Hartford, Bridgeport, 
New Haven, Waterbury, and Meriden, and identifying "champions" within these communities to help distribute 
the cards. She noted the historical significance of faith leaders in promoting HIV testing. 

o Lauren volunteered to assist with distribution in New Britain. 
o Chrissy Marie also volunteered to cover Meriden. 

Angel H. Ruiz welcomed these suggestions, noting that David Reyes is willing to deliver cards to various locations. Jenny 
Bobadilla-Pincos shared her email for those interested in requesting bulk orders of the printed cards. The cards are 
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designed with QR codes that link directly to CHPC resources, aiming to "demystify what CHPC is" and make information 
easily accessible while combating stigma. 

SOCIAL MEDIA RESOURCE FOLDER (See Link) 

A significant initiative discussed was the launch of a Social Media Resource Folder, envisioned as a centralized Google 
Drive where members, agencies, and individuals can access educational materials and pre-designed social media posts. 
The folder aims to expand statewide reach for public awareness campaigns on topics like STIs and PrEP, making it easier 
for outreach workers and others to find, adapt, and then disseminate existing information without having to create 
content from scratch. Angel H. Ruiz demonstrated the "P drive," which includes folders for PrEP, HIV testing, youth 
engagement, and mental health, although some folders are currently empty. 

A key discussion point was the need for a review committee to ensure that submitted content is appropriate and 
accurate, as anyone will have access to pull information from the drive. Jenny Bobadilla-Pincos suggested including 
social media graphic templates to help agencies create their own branded posts more efficiently. Danielle Warren Diaz 
further recommended expanding the topics within the folder to include other syndemic areas such as substance use 
disorders, healthy relationships, and teen pregnancy prevention, reflecting the broader scope of work done by 
agencies at the CHPC table. 

A review committee was successfully formed to vet incoming content for the social media folder: Jordan Wynn, Africka 
Hinds, Kashia Lynch, and Jenny Bobadilla-Pincos volunteered to serve on this committee. 

YOUTH SUBCOMMITTEE PROGRESS & PLANNING 

Due to time constraints, the discussion regarding the re-establishment of a dedicated Youth Subcommittee was brief 
and deferred to future meetings. The primary objective of this subcommittee is to integrate the "next generation needs 
effectively" and "youth, young adult voice" into the CHPC’s strategic planning and operations, fostering leadership 
pathways for young people and empowering them to articulate their diverse needs beyond basic necessities. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, FEEDBACK, WRAP-UP 

Angel H. Ruiz expressed gratitude to all participants for their input and contributions throughout the meeting. A poll was 
conducted at the end of the meeting to gather feedback from attendees, covering the clarity of the agenda, 
understanding of materials, inclusiveness, and overall organization. The meeting concluded at 11:45 a.m. 

FEEDBACK 

Summary Table from Interactive Meeting Feedback Poll (n=13) 
Questions Yes No Unsure 

1 CHPC Member? 62% 38% * 

2 I felt comfortable participating in the meeting 92% * * 
3 I felt the meeting was well organized and ran smoothly 100% * * 

4 
I liked the best: The interaction and input form everyone. I felt included and my opinion matters.; People's 
participation and ideas; Discussion of the newsletter, great input; Great feedback and reception as always; The 
committee values input from members; Everyone's contributions; members; Discussion; Collaborative effort 

5 Suggestions for improvement: Technical support; get folks to participate; none / no suggestions / thank you (6) 

FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

Summer 2025 Newsletter (see appendix a):  
• Await DPH approval for translation into Spanish. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-JDa207MDIQApej6sB__HQYlmZOUWrHC?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-JDa207MDIQApej6sB__HQYlmZOUWrHC?usp=sharing
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• Translate into Spanish 
• Distribute limited print copies for outreach. 
• Launch on the CHPC website and listserv. 
• Consider broader language translations beyond Spanish (e.g., Haitian Creole) for future editions. 

Fall/Winter 2025 Newsletter: 
• Incorporate feedback to make the newsletter lighter, more consumer-friendly, and community-oriented. 
• Continue to evolve the "Words Matter" section. 
• Highlight one of the Integrated Plan's four pillars per newsletter from a community perspective. 
• Include more personal testimonies and stories, potentially from Danielle Warren Diaz (smoking cessation 

journey) and Chrissy Marie (recovery story). 
• Integrate more visuals and use thumbnails for videos rather than just links. 
• Simplify technical information (e.g., Doxy-PrEP explanation) for a general audience. 
• Members are encouraged to share pictures from their August activities for inclusion. 

Outreach Cards (see appendix b): 
• Individuals interested in distributing more cards should email Jenny Bobadilla-Pincos (who will forward to David 

Reyes). 
• Chrissy Marie to send a list of recovery houses/addresses for card distribution. 
• Identify "champions" in major cities (Hartford, Bridgeport, New Haven, Waterbury, Meriden) to distribute cards 

to Black and Latino churches. 
• Lauren Beaudry to assist with distribution in New Britain. 
• Chrissy Marie to assist with distribution in Meriden. 

Social Media Resource Folder (see link): 
• Explore the toolkit for ready-to-share content. 
• Submit content (graphics, materials, posts) via the submission form. 
• The newly formed review committee (Jordan Wynn, Africka Hinds, Kashia Lynch, Jenny Bobadilla-Pincos) will 

review incoming content. 
• Expand topic categories to include other syndemic areas such as substance use disorders, healthy relationships, 

and teen pregnancy prevention. 

Youth Subcommittee: 
• Further discussion on the Youth Subcommittee will occur in future meetings. 

The committee's commitment to continuous improvement, particularly in making information more accessible and 
engaging for the wider community, underscores its role as a vital link between health planning and lived experiences.  

 
ATTENDANCE 

Africka Hinds, Angel H. Ruiz, Blaise Gilchrist, Carl Ferris, Charles Hardy, Chrissy Marie, Danielle Warren-Dias, Jennifer 
Dagraca, Jenny Bobadilla-Pincos, Kashia Lynch, Keyah Lauren Beaudry, Jordan Wynn, Michael Judd, Selma Gooding, Tom 
Alfano, Travis Gibbs 

 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-JDa207MDIQApej6sB__HQYlmZOUWrHC?usp=sharing
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APPENDIX A – Summer 2025 Newsletter 
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APPENDIX B – 4X6 in CHPC Outreach Card (English & Spanish) 

 


